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FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES COMMISSION  

 
AGENDA 

 
The Commission may act on any item on this agenda. 

 
This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request a disability-related 
accommodation(s) to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact 
the Disability Services specialist at 981-6342 (V) or 981-6345 (TDD) at least three business days 
before the meeting date.  Please refrain from wearing scented products to this meeting. 
 
 
North Berkeley Senior Center                                          Regular Meeting  
1901 Hearst Street               7:00 p.m. Start Time 
Classroom C (Upstairs)                                                                             January 19, 2012 
                                                                 Secretary:  Kristy van Herick, Deputy City Attorney 
 

 
1. Call to Order 7:00 p.m. 

 
2. Roll Call 

 
3. Public Comment 

 
4. Report from Chair 

 
5. Report from Staff 
 
6. Approval of minutes for the December 15, 2011 meeting. 
 
7.  Staff report providing revised proposed amendments, based on prior Commission 
action, to Berkeley Election Reform Act (BERA) Berkeley Municipal Code chapter 2.12, to 
post contributions electronically in lieu of newspaper publication,  create additional 
remedies, add filing requirement for committees making expenditures on a ballot measure, 
require late independent expenditure reports 40 days preceding election, and require major 
contributors to be listed on campaign communications;  Discussion and possible action to 
approve proposed amendments by two-thirds vote for submission to City Council for public 
hearing, consideration and possible amendment of the BERA. 

 
  

8. Review draft report to City Council providing Commission’s feedback on referral 
regarding the possibility of having all campaign finance reports be filed electronically 
and possible action regarding same. 
 

9. Discussion and action regarding election of Commission Chair and Vice Chair for 
2012. 
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10. Adjournment.  
 
Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will become part of 
the City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website.  Please note: e-mail 
addresses, names, addresses, and other contact information are not required, but if included in any 
communication to a City board, commission or committee, will become part of the public record.  If 
you do not want your e-mail address or any other contact information to be made public, you may deliver 
communications via U.S. Postal Service or in person to the secretary of the relevant board, commission or 
committee.  If you do not want your contact information included in the public record, please do not include 
that information in your communication.  Please contact the secretary to the relevant board, commission or 
committee for further information.  SB 343 Disclaimer:  Any writings or documents provided to a majority of 
the Commission regarding any item on this agenda will be made available for public inspection at the City 
Attorney’s Office located at 2180 Milvia St., 4th Floor, Berkeley, CA. 



 
2180 Milvia St., Berkeley, CA 94704       Tel: 510.981.6998          TDD: 510.981.6903          Fax: 510.981-6960 

E-mail: FCPC@ci.berkeley.ca.us 

  
Fair Campaign Practices Commission 
 

MINUTES 
 
North Berkeley Senior Center      Special Meeting 
1901 Hearst Street        December 15, 2011 
Health Room 
 
Members Present: Steve Wollmer (Chair), Patrick O’Donnell (Vice Chair), David Ritchie, and 

Brad Smith  
 
Members Absent:  Stephen Bedrick, John Cummins 
 
Also Present: Kristy van Herick, Secretary/Staff Counsel; Mark Numainville, Deputy 

City Clerk 
 
1. Call to Order  
 
Chair called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m.   
 
2. Roll Call 
 
Roll call taken.   
 
3 Public Comment 
 
No public comment.   

 
4. Report from Chair 

 
None. 
 
5. Report from Staff 
 
None. 
 
6. Approval of minutes for the November 17, 2011 meeting. 
 
Move to approve November 17, 2011 meeting minutes:  (M/S/C: O’Donnell/Smith. O’Donnell, 
Ritchie, Smith, and Wollmer; Noes: None;  Abstain: None; Absent: Bedrick and Cummins.) 
  
 
7.  Discussion of meeting schedule for 2012. 
 
Motion to adopt the following meeting schedule for 2012: January 19, March 15, May 17, July 
19, September 20, October 18 and November 15, with meetings to start at 7:00 p.m.  
 
(M/S/C: O’Donnell/Smith. O’Donnell, Ritchie, Smith, and Wollmer; Noes:  None; Abstain:  
None; Absent: Bedrick and Cummins.) 
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8. Discussion  and action regarding proposed revisions the Berkeley Election 

Reform Act (BERA) based on feedback from July 12, 2011 City Council meeting 
and November 17, 2011 meeting, with existing proposal:  to create remedies for 
violations including issuance of monetary penalties;  to create additional filing 
requirements for committees making expenditures in support of or opposition to 
a measure, including during the signature gathering process;  to require 
additional filing of independent expenditure reports in the 30 or 40 days 
preceding election and to create a penalty for late filing of independent 
expenditure reports; and to require disclosure on campaign communications of 
contributors donating $2500 or more or a set number of contributors in excess 
of $250.   

 
The Commission reviewed and discussed each of the proposed amendments, agreed upon 
some proposed revisions, and requested that staff bring the language back to the 
Commission at the next meeting for a vote as the first part of the double green light process.   
 
The Commission took the following actions:   
 
 Move to approve proposed language to add Section 2.12.231:  (M/S/C:Smith/O’Donnell.  
O’Donnell, Ritchie, Smith, and Wollmer; Noes: None;  Abstain: None; Absent: Bedrick and 
Cummins.) 
 
Move to approve proposed language to add Section 2.12.271:  (M/S/C: Richie /O’Donnell. 
O’Donnell, Ritchie, Smith, and Wollmer; Noes: None;  Abstain: None; Absent: Bedrick and 
Cummins.) 
 
Move to approve proposed language, with revisions to be made by staff as provided by 
Commission, to add Section 2.12.297:  (M/S/C:O’Donnell/Smith. O’Donnell, Ritchie, Smith, 
and Wollmer; Noes: None;  Abstain: None; Absent: Bedrick and Cummins.) 
 
Move to approve proposed language, with revisions to be made by staff as provided by 
Commission, to add Section 2.12.335:  (M/S/C: O’Donnell/Smith. O’Donnell, Ritchie, Smith, 
and Wollmer; Noes: None;  Abstain: None; Absent: Bedrick and Cummins.) 
 
Move to approve proposed language to amend Section 2.12.485:  (M/S/C:O’Donnell/Ritchie               
. O’Donnell, Ritchie, Smith, and Wollmer; Noes: None;  Abstain: None; Absent: Bedrick and 
Cummins.) 
 
 
9. Staff report providing requested draft language amending BERA to replace 

newspaper publication with posting of contributions on the City website and in 
other public locations, and discussion and action regarding same.    

 
Staff presented proposed revised language amending Section 2.12.065 based on direction 
from Commission at last meeting to provide for electronic posting of contribution list.   
 
Move to approve proposed amendment to Section 2.12.065 to allow for electronic posting of 
contribution list.  (M/S/C: Smith/O’Donnell. O’Donnell, Ritchie, Smith, and Wollmer; Noes: 
None;  Abstain: None; Absent: Bedrick and Cummins.) 
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10. Staff report regarding electronic filing requirement in other jurisdictions to 
assist in responding to City Council referral regarding the possibility of having 
all campaign finance reports be filed electronically, and discussion and action 
regarding same. 

 
Commission discussed matter and asked staff to prepare draft report to Council for 
presentation to Commission for review. 
 
Motion that the Fair Campaign Practices Commission supports the idea of requiring 
electronic submissions of campaign statements (M/S/C:Smith/O’Donnell. O’Donnell, Ritchie, 
Smith, and Wollmer; Noes: None;  Abstain: None; Absent: Bedrick and Cummins.) 
 
 
11. Adjournment.  
 
Motion to adjourn.  (M/S/C: O’Donnell/Smith.  O’Donnell, Ritchie, Smith, and Wollmer;  Noes: 
None;  Abstain: None;  Absent: Bedrick, Cummins.) 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
 






















