Dear BHS Families:
In the interest of being proactive and transparent, we want to let you know
that our administrative team was recently made aware of the existence of a
social media account generated by a small group of BHS students that
contained deeply offensive and discriminatory content. The account was
apparently started over the summer, and posts continued at least through
the first week of school. The administration was made aware of this
account last night and immediately began reviewing content, with the
investigation continuing throughout the day today.
Our administrative team is currently conducting a full investigation into this
matter and is prepared to use a combination of restorative practices,
appropriate discipline, and a variety of student supports with the students
involved. We also want to clearly communicate to all students and families
that expressions of racism, sexism, homophobia, anti-semitism, ableism
and other forms of bullying and intolerance are not ever to be tolerated nor
taken lightly as jokes. Such language and images are harmful and not
welcome in any form, on any platform, that connects to our campus and our
kids.
As part of our investigation, administration made an effort to hear from
students who have been affected by this incident to better understand what
students need in order to feel safe, supported, and heard. Students have
been instrumental in helping us better understand the situation and next
steps needed to restore our community and we will continue to meet with
various student groups as we go forward.
Please know that we will make every effort to ensure a safe, respectful, and
welcoming environment for all students. We also want to encourage
parents/guardians to talk with family members about the use and misuse of
social media, the importance of being extremely conscious and thoughtful
about what is posted and shared, and the difference between the intent of a
message and the impact it has on others.
Thank you for reading this,
Erin Schweng, on behalf of the BHS administrative team

