








Candidate for RENT STABILIZATION BOARD COMMISSIONER 
 

I, JAMES CHANG, hereby declare that I am a candidate for an elective office in the City of 
Berkeley, and make the following statement: 
 

 

1.  That my name is James Chang 

2.  The office for which I am a candidate is Berkeley Rent 
Stabilization Board 

3.  That my residence is (Contact City Clerk Department) 

4.  The place of my birth is Simi Valley, CA 

5.  My present occupation is Legislative Aide, Berkeley 
City Council 

6.  I have held the following public offices: Rent 
Stabilization Board Commissioner: Outreach Committee 
Chair; Budget and Personnel Committee; Resilience & 
Sustainability Chair; Eviction/ Section 8 / Foreclosure 
Committee. Housing Advisory Commissioner- City of 
Berkeley. Civic Arts Commissioner- City of Berkeley. Zero 
Waste Commissioner - City of Berkeley. 

7.  Record of community service: Berkeley Tenants Union- 
Member. Vice President External Affairs/ Board Member- 
Berkeley Student Cooperative (BSC). Student Trustee- 
Ventura County Community College District. 

8.  I am a taxpayer in the City of Berkeley. 

9.  Housing is a Human Right. Affordable rents keep our community stable and diverse. I 
was chosen at the 2018 Berkeley Tenants Convention to represent a diverse coalition of 
tenants, homeowners, and landlords. Berkeley is facing an affordability crisis. As a product 
of the California’s public system, I want to continue to be your Rent Board Commissioner 
because I believe in the power of government in lifting people up. As Rent Board Outreach 
Committee Chair, I expanded our outreach efforts by making the Rent Board more 
accessible to property owners and tenants. On the Eviction Committee, I fought to increase 
funding for housing legal services and successfully lobbied the Berkeley City Council to 
increase funding for free legal aid services. My commitment as a leader is to continue 
amplifying the People’s Voice! I want to be your champion in fighting for our community. I 
ask you for your vote so that together we can keep Berkeley a place we can all call home. 
I’m endorsed by California Affordable Housing Act Proponent Christina Livingston, former 
Berkeley Mayor Eugene “Gus” Newport, and the super-majority of the Berkeley City Council 
www.berkeleyrentboard2018.org 

10.  I refer to the following residents of the City of Berkeley: 
 

Nancy Skinner, California State Senator 
Jesse Arreguin, Berkeley Mayor 
Linda Maio, Berkeley City Councilmember 
Cheryl Davila, Vice Mayor/ Councilmember District 2 
Ben Bartlett, Berkeley City Councilmember 
Kate Harrison, Berkeley City Councilmember, District 4 

http://www.berkeleyrentboard2018.org/


Sophie Hahn, Berkeley City Councilmember, District 5 
Kriss Worthington, Berkeley City Council  
Ying Lee, Former City Council Member  
Ty Alper, Berkeley School Board Director 
Karen Weinstein, Trustee, Peralta Community College District 
Andy Katz, Director, East Bay Municipal Utility District 
Igor Tregub, Rent Board Commissioner; Chair, Zoning Adjustments Board & Housing 
Advisory Commission; City Council Candidate, District 1 
Christina Murphy, Berkeley Rent Board Commissioner 
Jesse Townley, Berkeley Rent Board Commissioner 
Leah Simon-Weisberg, Berkeley Rent Board Commissioner 
John T Selawsky, Chair, Berkeley Rent Board 
Paola Laverde, Vice Chair- Rent Board Commissioner  
Maria Poblet, Berkeley Rent Board Commissioner, and 2018 Tenants Convention 
Endorsed Candidate 
Soli Alpert, Executive Vice President, Progressive Student Association, and 2018 
Tenant Convention Endorsed Rent Board Candidate 



Candidate for RENT STABILIZATION BOARD COMMISSIONER 
 

I, SOLI ALPERT, hereby declare that I am a candidate for an elective office in the City of 
Berkeley, and make the following statement: 
 

 

1.  That my name is Soli Alpert 

2.  The office for which I am a candidate is Berkeley Rent 
Stabilization Board Commissioner 

3.  That my residence is (Contact City Clerk Department) 

4.  The place of my birth is San Francisco, CA 

5.  My present occupation is Legislative Aide 

6.  I have held the following public offices: None 

7.  Record of community service: Volunteer at SF Jewish 
Home for the Aged 

8.  I am a taxpayer in the City of Berkeley. 

9.  Housing is a human right. Affordable rents keep our community stable and diverse. I was 
chosen at the 2018 Berkeley Tenants Convention to represent a diverse coalition of tenants, 
homeowners, and landlords. Berkeley tenants are facing rising rents, which are pushing 
them out of their homes and out of Berkeley. This crisis also places immense pressure on 
Berkeley’s student community. Approximately half of Berkeley renters are students. More 
than 1 in 10 UC Berkeley students experience homelessness at some point during their 
tenure. Astronomical housing costs force students to choose between paying for rent, food, 
and school books. As a Senior at Cal and a Legislative Assistant for the Councilmember 
Harrison, I want to continue in the strong tradition of student advocates on the Rent Board. 
All of Berkeley’s renters, whether students or not, are being forced to make tough choices 
just to get by. We need to do more to protect our most vulnerable residents. That starts with 
defending and expanding the Rent Stabilization Ordinance. I am endorsed by Assembly 
Candidate Jovanka Beckles, Mayor Jesse Arreguin, former Mayor Gus Newport, and many 
other elected and community leaders listed here. You can learn more about our campaign 
at www.berkeleyrentboard2018.org. 

10.  I refer to the following residents of the City of Berkeley: 
 

Jesse Arreguín, Mayor, City of Berkeley 
Kate Harrison, Berkeley City Councilmember, District 4 
Kriss Worthington, Berkeley City Councilmember, District 7 
Ben Bartlett, Berkeley City Councilmember, District 3 
Sophie Hahn, Berkeley City Councilmember, District 5 
Ying Lee, Former Berkeley City Councilmember 
John Selawsky, Chair, Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board 
Christina Murphy, Berkeley Rent Board Commissioner 
James Chang, Berkeley Rent Board Commissioner 
Maria Poblet, Berkeley Rent Board Commissioner 
Leah Simon-Weisberg, Berkeley Rent Board Commissioner 



Candidate for SCHOOL BOARD DIRECTOR 
 

I, TY ALPER, hereby declare that I am a candidate for an elective office in the City of 
Berkeley, and make the following statement: 
 

 

1.  That my name is Ty Alper 

2.  The office for which I am a candidate is School Board 
Director 

3.  That my residence is (Contact City Clerk Department) 

4.  The place of my birth is Longmont, Colorado 

5.  My present occupation is U.C. Berkeley Law Professor 
and Director, Berkeley School Board 

6.  I have held the following public offices: Berkeley School 
Board Director (2014 – present) 

7.  Record of community service: In addition to my work in 
the Berkeley schools, I have been a public interest lawyer 
and educator my entire career. 

8.  I am a taxpayer in the City of Berkeley. 

9.  I am a graduate of the Berkeley public schools with three kids currently in the District. I 
ran four years ago to be an independent parent voice on the Berkeley School Board, and I 
am proud of our work to promote equity and excellence in the public schools. During my first 
term on the Board, we revamped the ninth grade at Berkeley High to provide a small, 
supportive learning environment for every student, and we made a number of difficult but 
prudent financial decisions that have kept our budget balanced. In 2016, I co-chaired the 
campaign to renew our BSEP measure, which provides for small class sizes, arts and music 
education, professional development for our teachers, instructional technology, career 
technical education, and supports for struggling students. If re-elected, I will continue to 
ensure that we spend our scarce resources on programs that are proven to work. I am 
endorsed by each of the current members of the School Board (President Josh Daniels, 
Vice-President Judy Appel, and Directors Karen Hemphill and Beatriz Leyva-Cutler), as well 
as many more educators and community leaders, including the Berkeley Federation of 
Teachers and Assemblymember Tony Thurmond.  I would be honored to have your support.  
Please visit www.tyalper.org for more information and a complete list of endorsements. 

10.  I refer to the following residents of the City of Berkeley: 
 

Robert B. Reich, Professor, U.C. Berkeley; Former U.S. Secretary of Labor 
Nancy Skinner, State Senator 
Jesse Arreguín, Berkeley Mayor 
Laurie Capitelli, Former Berkeley City Councilmember 
Carole Davis Kennerly, Former Berkeley Vice-Mayor 
Lori Droste, Berkeley City Councilmember 
Kate Harrison, Berkeley City Councilmember 
Linda Maio, Berkeley City Councilmember 
Susan Wengraf, Berkeley City Councilmember 
Joaquín J. Rivera, Trustee, Alameda County Board of Education; Former Berkeley 
School Board President 

http://www.tyalper.org/


Dr. Ramona Coates, Berkeley High PTSA Vice-President of Equity and Inclusion 
James Chang, Berkeley Rent Board Commissioner 
Maria Echaveste , Senior Fellow, U.C. Berkeley Center for Latin America Studies 
Barry Fike, Former President, Berkeley Federation of Teachers 
Christine Staples, Former President, Berkeley PTA Council 
Mary Friedman, Former Executive Director, Berkeley Public Schools Fund 
Sheila Jordan, Alameda County Superintendent of Schools Emerita 
Christopher Edley, Jr., Professor of Law, U.C. Berkeley School of Law; President, 
Opportunity Institute 
Julie Sinai, Chief Strategy Officer, LifeLong Medical Care; Candidate, Berkeley School 
Board 
Ka’Dijah Brown, Public School Teacher; Candidate, Berkeley School Board 



Candidate for SCHOOL BOARD DIRECTOR 
 

I, NORMA J F HARRISON, hereby declare that I am a candidate for an elective office in 
the City of Berkeley, and make the following statement: 
 

 

1.  That my name is Norma J F Harrison 

2.  The office for which I am a candidate is Berkeley 
School Director 

3.  That my residence is 1312 Cornell Ave., Berkeley, Ca. 
94702 

4.  The place of my birth is Chicago, Il 

5.  My present occupation is Community volunteer 

6.  I have held the following public offices: None 

7.  Record of community service: Elected Alameda County 
and State Central Committees member, Peace and 
Freedom Party, for 18 years. I march and meet with us all 
building socialist revolution. 

8.  I am a taxpayer in the City of Berkeley. 

9.  Mine is a platform on which people can say at last, what they feel and think, disclose to 
themselves and among others their suppression in service to the viciousness of profit, 
capitalism, the enrichment of a tiny few people – who kill us when we resist their self-
established, murderous authority, the millennia-old structure in its several forms in which 
we've labored all our histories, even until today – and tomorrow. School is just a structural 
service to that relationship through which we are stuffed and transformed into willing victims, 
unable to detect our role. The alternative is we're all teachers and students all our lives. We 
are educated in myriad ways. Those go along with age-integrated living and meaningful 
'work'; no venerated 8 hour day. Just us all doing necessary, pleasurable activities. School 
Is The Opposite of Education, a study to release us from our confinement 
https://tinyurl.com/ycn23r53 

10.  I refer to the following residents of the City of Berkeley: 
 

None 

https://tinyurl.com/ycn23r53


Candidate for SCHOOL BOARD DIRECTOR 
 

I, DRU HOWARD, hereby declare that I am a candidate for an elective office in the City of 
Berkeley, and make the following statement: 
 

 

1.  That my name is Dru Howard 

2.  The office for which I am a candidate is School Board 

3.  That my residence is 1370 University Ave #411 
Berkeley, California 94703 

4.  The place of my birth is Cincinnati, Ohio 

5.  My present occupation is Berkeley Unified School 
District Instructional Technician 

6.  I have held the following public offices: Commission on 
Aging, Human Welfare and Community Action 
Commission, Parks and Waterfront Commission, Personal 
Board, and Commission on the Status of Woman. 

7.  Record of community service: Sugar-Sweetened 
Beverage Tax Campaign, Center for Community Change- 
Poverty and Race Advocacy, City of Berkeley Special Parks 
Parcel Tax Measure F Campaign, Alameda County 
Measure A, Sales Tax for Childcare and Early Education. 

8.  I am a taxpayer in the City of Berkeley. 

9.  I am the parent of 2 children that attended Berkeley's public elementary schools. I have 
worked in the Berkeley Unified School District over 10 years. Due to my City of Berkeley 
Comission experiences and leadership development, I know that I am qualified and have 
the experience for this position. My work as a family advocate for Berkeley YMCA Head 
Start helped me developed a love and passion for the family. I am a stronger candidate 
because of the work I have done with Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Tax Campaign, Center 
for Community Change- Poverty and Race Advocacy, City of Berkeley Special Parks Parcel 
Tax Measure F Campaign, Alameda County Measure A, Sales Tax for Childcare and Early 
Education. I believe my inderity along with my compassion for all children add to my 
qualifications. 

10.  I refer to the following residents of the City of Berkeley: 
 

Michael A. Smith 
Mary C. Breland, (Liberty Hill MBC) Reverend 
Cheryl Davila, Vice Mayor/ Councilmember District 2 
Ben Bartlett, City Councilmember 
Maxwell G. Anderson Jr., former City Council Member 



Candidate for SCHOOL BOARD DIRECTOR 
 

I, ABDUR SIKDER, hereby declare that I am a candidate for an elective office in the City 
of Berkeley, and make the following statement: 
 

 

1.  That my name is Abdur Sikder 

2.  The office for which I am a candidate is School Board 
Director 

3.  That my residence is 1400 San Pablo Ave, Berkeley, CA 
94702 

4.  The place of my birth is Barisal, Bangladesh 

5.  My present occupation is Entrepreneur/ Professor 

6.  I have held the following public offices: None 

7.  Record of community service: I am a member of 
Bangladeshi American Democratic Coalition, worked as a 
volunteer for Presidential Election Campaign 2016, member 
of Berkeley Democratic Club. I was Secretary for the 
Bangladesh Bioinformatics Society. 

8.  I am a taxpayer in the City of Berkeley. 

9.  I am running for Berkeley School Board because I want our District to be a place where 
all children have an equal opportunity to have high quality education, all students are 
taught to enjoy learning, not that they have to. As a parent I know what kind of 
environment requires for students to become lifelong learners. I attended Schools in 
Bangladesh, Singapore, New Zealand, Australia, and USA including UC San Diego & 
Lincoln University being founder of a nonprofit educational institute and a for profit 
Software company and accounting firm in Berkeley I have the diverse background to 
understand all the stakeholders in BUSD. My three children currently attend Berkeley 
public institutions. Having a Ph.D. in Computer Science and training in Business I have the 
skill, experience and commitment to ensure that we use our resources efficiently. I will 
listen to all stakeholders and will incorporate their suggestion in the decision making 
process. Together we can achieve impossible. If elected I will work to have a safe, fun and 
friendly environment for our children to be successful including special need students. My 
goal is to facilitate practical oriented curriculum for our children to be ready for college or 
enter into workforce and live a productive life. 

10.  I refer to the following residents of the City of Berkeley: 
 

None 



Candidate for SCHOOL BOARD DIRECTOR 
 

I, JULIE SINAI, hereby declare that I am a candidate for an elective office in the City of 
Berkeley, and make the following statement: 
 

 

1.  That my name is Julie Sinai 

2.  The office for which I am a candidate is School Board 
Director 

3.  That my residence is 1661 Tacoma Avenue, Berkeley, 
CA 94707 

4.  The place of my birth is San Francisco, CA 

5.  My present occupation is Chief Strategy Officer, 
LifeLong Medical Care 

6.  I have held the following public offices: City of Berkeley 
Children, Youth & Recreation Commission; City of Berkeley 
Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Product Panel of Experts (aka 
Soda Tax Commission); Berkeley School Board Director 
(appointed 2013-14); The Berkeley Alliance; Alameda 
County Child Care Planning Council 

7.  Record of community service: Prison to Employment 
Connection Advisory Board, 2020 Vision for Berkeley’s 
Children and Youth Design Team, Gateways STEM 
Network Steering Committee, Rosa Parks Collaborative, 
Longfellow Middle and Berkeley High School Site Councils; 
East Bay Biomedical Manufacturing Network 

8.  I am a taxpayer in the City of Berkeley. 

9.  As a long-time Berkeley resident, parent of two BUSD graduates, and experienced 
policymaker, I pledge to ensure all Berkeley students graduate ready to take charge of 
their education, their career, and their future. Preparing students for today’s world requires 
a full-throated commitment to literacy, math, science, technology and career exploration. 
For 30 years I’ve demonstrated passionate, results-oriented leadership in nearly every 
arena impacting our children’s lives - child development, K-12, afterschool care, Higher 
Education, healthcare and employment services, the Berkeley School Board (appointed 
2013-2014) and City of Berkeley Mayor’s Office (2003-2011).  I will focus on strengthening 
BUSD’s curriculum, professional training, and use of data by doing what I do best: 
harnessing the expertise and resources of our region’s world-renowned colleges and 
universities, community organizations, local governments, businesses, labor, teachers and 
parents/guardians. With an unwavering commitment to eliminate the opportunity gap, I will 
promote rigorous program evaluation and ensure fiscal responsibility. I am supported by 
the Berkeley Federation of Teachers, Berkeley Firefighters Association, Building and 
Construction Trades Council, Senator Nancy Skinner, Assemblymember Tony Thurmond, 
Peralta Community College Trustees Yuen and Weinstein, and School Board Directors 
Daniels, Hemphill, Appel and Leyva-Cutler. Vote Julie Sinai for School Board. 
www.julie.vote 

http://www.julie.vote/


10.  I refer to the following residents of the City of Berkeley: 
 

Robert B. Reich, Professor, U.C. Berkeley; Former U.S. Secretary of Labor 
Ty Alper, Berkeley School Board Director 
Jesse Arreguín, Berkeley Mayor 
Linda Maio, Berkeley City Councilmember 
Susan Wengraf, Berkeley City Councilmember 
Lori Droste, Berkeley City Councilmember 
Loni Hancock, Former State Senator 
Tom Bates, Former Berkeley Mayor 
Carole Davis Kennerly, Former Berkeley Vice-Mayor 
Laurie Capitelli, Former City Councilmember 
Bruce Simon, Associate Director, CSU East Bay Institute for STEM Education; Chair 
BSEP Planning & Oversight Committee 
Mara Kolesas, President - Berkeley PTA Council 
Dr. Ramona Coates, Berkeley High PTSA Vice-President for Equity and Inclusion 
Mimi Pulich, Berkeley High PTA President and Local Control and Accountability Plan 
Parent Advisory Committee Representative 
Barry Fike, Former President, Berkeley Federation of Teachers 
Glenn David Wolkenfeld, Science Teacher Berkeley High School 
Michael A. Smith, Pastor McGee Avenue Baptist Church 
Melissa Male, President, Center for Independent Living Board of Directors 
Mary Friedman, Former Executive Director, Berkeley Public Schools Fund 
Ka’Dijah Brown, Public School Teacher, Candidate Berkeley School Board 



Candidate for SCHOOL BOARD DIRECTOR 
 

I, KA’DIJAH BROWN, hereby declare that I am a candidate for an elective office in the 
City of Berkeley, and make the following statement: 
 

 

1.  That my name is Ka’Dijah Brown 

2.  The office for which I am a candidate is School Board 
Director 

3.  That my residence is (Contact City Clerk Department) 

4.  The place of my birth is Oakland, California 

5.  My present occupation is Public School Teacher 

6.  I have held the following public offices: Chair, Berkeley 
Youth Commission 

7.  Record of community service: International Vice-
President, Women’s Society Advisor, Black Student Union; 
Member, NAACP; Member, Toastmasters; Bennett 
College Ambassador; Counselor, Cazadero Music Camp; 
President, MWA School Site Council 

8.  I am a taxpayer in the City of Berkeley. 

9.  As a proud product of Berkeley schools (Washington, Longfellow, and Berkeley High), I 
am committed to the academic and holistic success of all BUSD students. My firm belief is 
that education levels the playing field, provided that all students are afforded a quality 
education that is both equitable and accessible. As a public elementary school teacher, I am 
well versed in the Common Core Standards, and I work every day to deliver instruction that 
is culturally responsive, relevant, and yields optimal results. As the President of my school’s 
Site Council, I lead a governance body comprised of students, parents, faculty and staff 
members that develops our budget and fiscal accountability plan (LCAP). In this leadership 
role, I assess and evaluate student data, school improvement plans, and engage 
stakeholders around school decision making that is student centered. As a member of the 
Berkeley School Board, I will be a champion for closing the equity gap, an advocate for 
educational and workforce pathways, promote fiscal accountability, and support best 
policies and practices that ensures the success of all students in our schools. I am proud to 
be supported by State Senator Nancy Skinner, Assemblymember Tony Thurmond, the 
Berkeley Federation of Teachers, as well as a host of educators, parents, and community 
leaders. Please visit www.kadijahbrown2018.org.  
 

10.  I refer to the following residents of the City of Berkeley: 
 

Nancy Skinner, State Senator 
Jesse Arreguín, Berkeley Mayor 
Lori Droste, Berkeley City Councilmember 
Ben Bartlett, Berkeley City Councilmember 
Kate Harrison, Berkeley City Councilmember 
Linda Maio, Berkeley City Councilmember 
Susan Wengraf, Berkeley City Councilmember 
Josh Daniels, Berkeley School Board President 

http://www.kadijahbrown2018.org/


Judy Appel, Berkeley School Board Vice-President 
Karen Hemphill, Berkeley School Board Director 
Ty Alper, Berkeley School Board Director 
Beatriz Leyva-Cutler, Berkeley School Board Director 
Darryl Moore, Former Berkeley City Councilmember, District #2 
Shelia Jordan, Alameda County Superintendent of Schools Emerita 
Jennifer Shanoski, President, Peralta Community College District 
Julie Sinai, Chief Strategy Officer, Lifelong Medical Care; Candidate for School Board 
Stephanie Allan, BUSD Career Technical Education Advisor 
Mark Coplan, BUSD Public Information Officer - Retired; Past President Berkeley PTA 
Council 
Gerald Baptiste, Deputy Director, Center for Independent Living, Emeritus  
 


